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stances.89 Nuniz makes a few interesting observations on
this system of the farming out of the transit duties. Speaking
about a particular gate in Vijayanagara he remarks : "This
gate is rented out for 12,000 pagodas each year, and no
man can enter it without paying just what the renters ask,
country folk as well as strangers. In both these cities there
is no provision for merchandise whatever, for all come from
outside on pack-oxen, since in this country they always use
beasts for burdens; and everyday these enter thorough these
gates 2000 oxen and every one of ttiese pays three Vintees
except certain polled Oxen and without horns never pay
anything in any part of the realm."90

From various accounts it seems clear that each
village and town had its own system of tolls, and the large
cities apparently made quite a large sum of money. Nuniz
denotes that Hospet Yielded 42,000 pagodas of duties for
things which entered it. One gate of Bisnaga91 was rented
out for 12,000 pagodas each year.

In the commercial expansion and activities, the
importance of coinage, weights and measures and means
of transport cannot be underestimated. The evidence from
all sources indicate that the coined money in drculaJion was
considerable.
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